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--- ABSTRACT --- 

The debris mitigation as possible space activity has reached an emphasized attention in Europe 
since the sudden dismissing of the Envisat satellite, where EU had to face the ethical and legal 
issues coming from the property of huge inert assets surely falling on Earth in an undefined future 
with harmful potential  threats both related to the uncontrolled fall and on the uncontrolled 
orbiting. 

Aviospace, part of the Airbus Space and Defence group, is engaged  since then – also thanks to 
internal funding – in several research programs focused on the debris capture techniques and 
their impacts at system level  on the architecture of the chasing spacecraft. 

A summary of some major outcome is described in the present paper. 
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