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--- ABSTRACT --- 

A major cause of Europe's economic problems today is that industrialisation has been a success.  As a result of 

centuries of economic and technological development since the European "Rinascimento", machines now 
perform much of the work that people used to do.  Consequently there is an urgent need for major new 
industries to grow to large scale in order to employ millions of people no longer needed in older industries.  
The enormous growth of a air travel during the 20th Century to more than 1 Billion passengers in 2000, thereby 
employing nearly 100 million people around the world today, suggests that space travel could grow to 1 Billion 
passengers in 2100 - thereby employing 100 million around the world. 

The feasibility of this scenario is discussed, as well as Italy's ability to start it by developing a sub-orbital 
passenger vehicle. 
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